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Synopsis

Who ultimately is L.M. Montgomery, and why was there such an obsession with secrecy, hiding, and
encoding in her life and fiction? Delving into the hidden life of Canada’s most enigmatic writer, The
Intimate Life of L.M. Montgomery answers these questions. The eleven essays illuminate
Montgomery’s personal writings and photographic self-portraits and probe the ways in which she
actively shaped her life as a work of art. This is the first book to investigate Montgomery’s personal
writings, which filled thousands of pages in journals and a memoir, correspondence, scrapbooks,
and photography.Using theories of autobiography and life writing, the essays probe the author’s flair
for the dramatic and her exuberance in costuming, while also exploring the personal facts behind
some of her fiction, including the beloved Anne of Green Gables. Focussing on topics such as
sexuality, depression, marriage, aging, illness, and writing, the essays strip away the layers of art
and artifice that disguised Montgomery’s most intensely guarded secrets, including details of her
affair with Herman Leard, her marriage with Ewen Macdonald, and her friendships with Nora
Lefurgey and Isabel Anderson. The book also includes rare photographs taken by Montgomery and
others, many of which have not previously appeared in print.One of the highlights of The Intimate
Life of L.M. Montgomery is the inclusion of a secret diary that Montgomery wrote with Lefurgey in
1903. This hilarious document is a rare find, for Montgomery’s teasing banter presents us with a
new voice that is distinct from the sombre tone of her journals. Published here for the first time,
more than 100 years after its composition, this diary is virtually unknown to readers and scholars
and is a welcome addition to the literature on this important figure.This volume fills in many of the
blanks surrounding Montgomery’s personal life. Engaging and erudite, it is a boon for scholars and

Montgomery fans alike.
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Customer Reviews

Dr. Irene Gammel’s newest book, The Intimate Life of L.M. Montgomery. The Intimate Life is a
collection of essays based in part on the Institute’s 2002 conference on life writing. It contains
essays by known Montgomery scholars such as Epperly, Gammel, Rubio, and Waterston tha
examine closely the author’'s examples of life writing so as to shed light on the private side of this
enigmatic lady. The book also includes a secret diary penned jointly by Montgomery and her friend,
Nora Lefurgey, during the period of January 1903 to June 1903. This diary shows the humourous,
fun, and playful side of Montgomery as the two women recount some of tales of their schemes and

flirtations.
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